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March 2021 
 

We are here to help 
 

Dear All 

Who would have thought that when we closed our doors in March 

2020 that we would still be in COVID limbo a year later?  We are 

continuing to assess the situation and will resume our social 

activities at the centre as soon as it is safe to do so, but in the 

meantime we will continue with our weekly telephone groups, 

telephone calls to members and our weekly meals deliveries.  

Please contact us on 023 8076 9882 if there is anything we can 

help you with or if you would like to be included. 

Jackie Powers 

Chief Executive 



Poem by Kathy McCoy 

Kathy is a member of our Virtual Wednesday Group and she has 

been sharing her poetry with the group.  Here’s a poem she wrote 

recently. 

We are in lockdown, which I don’t like 

I can’t go out, not even to ride a bike 

The lockdown has lasted nearly a year 

With so much fear 

I don’t know when it will end 

So I can go out and see my friend 

 

Free Transport for Vaccination Appointments 

For anyone unable to attend their vaccination appointments, free 

transport is available via Dial-a-Ride, a service from SCA 

Transport.  To book, please phone 023 8022 2203. 

or 

Radio Taxis are offering free taxis to and from COVID-19 

vaccination centres in the local Southampton area if you are over 

70 or in the high risk / vulnerable category.  If you would like take 

advantage of this and you meet the criteria, please contact Radio 

Taxis (Southampton) Ltd on 023 8066 6666 to arrange transport. 

 

Pre-register your carer to receive the COVID-19 Vaccine  

Unpaid and family carers aged 18+ are listed as one of the priority 

groups for an early COVID-19 vaccination.  If you are supported 

by an unpaid or family carer and they are registered with a 

Southampton GP Practice, to be on the priority list to receive the 

vaccine please ask them to call Carers in Southampton and 



register their caring responsibilities.  If they are already registered 

with Carers in Southampton it is still advisable to check their 

status.  Contact details enquiries@carersinsouthampton.co.uk or 

telephone the dedicated phone number (only accessible 9am-

5pm) 0870 315 6547.  Please note that this has a service charge 

of 13p per minute and the line is extremely busy. 

 

 

 

Census 2021 – Your Questions Answered 

The 2021 census is nearly here.  In this news bulletin, you will find 

the answers to commonly asked questions about Census 2021.   

What is the census?  

The census is a survey that happens every 10 years and gives us 

a picture of all the people and households in England and Wales.  

Census data helps inform funding decisions on public services in 

your area.  Whether it’s planning new schools, doctors’ surgeries 

or bike lanes, the information you share has an impact on the 

lives of everyone living in England and Wales.  The Office for 

National Statistics (ONS) carries out the census in England and 

Wales.   

When is Census Day? 

Census Day is Sunday 21 March. 

Do I have to take part?   

Yes.  If you live in England and Wales, you must take part in the 

census by law.   
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When should I fill in my census questionnaire?  

Census 2021 is a digital-first census, which means that you will be 

encouraged to respond online if you can.  You will be able to 

complete the census using any device, including your mobile 

phone or tablet.  You can fill in your census questionnaire as soon 

as you get your access code in the post.  Your answers should be 

about the people who usually live in your household on this date – 

even if you’re filling it in before then.  If your household 

circumstances change on Census Day, you can let ONS know.  

What if I cannot fill in my census questionnaire online?  

We know that there are some people who will not be able to fill in 

their census questionnaire online.  The ONS aim to make things 

as easy as possible for everyone, but if you need help taking part 

in the census, there’s a wide range of support services available. 

You can request support for yourself, or someone else, including:  

• a large print paper version of the questionnaire 

• accessible census guidance, for example, in braille 

There is a dedicated contact centre where census staff will be on 

hand to give help over the phone.  The helpline number will be 

available from 1st March and is 0800 141 2021. 

Can Southampton Sight help me fill in my census? 

Yes.  We have volunteers who have offered to help members 

complete their census over the telephone.  Give us a call on 023 

8076 9882 to register your interest and we will arrange a 

convenient time for a volunteer to call you back.  All you will need 

is your access code which you will receive in the post and the 

volunteer will talk you through the census questions and record 

your answers for you.   


