
August 2020 

We are here to help 
Dear All 

We have good news…we are planning to re-open the office on Monday 

3rd August for pre-booked appointments and office-based activities.  In 

accordance with government advice we have had to make some material 

changes to the centre as well as add some new guidance to ensure we are 

able to protect our staff, volunteers and members.  The office will be open 

Monday to Friday 10.00am – 3.00pm in August.  We will continue to review 

the situation and guidance and hopefully will be back to normal office 

hours in September. 

During August we will continue with our social activity group calls, meal 

deliveries and telephone befriending calls.  Please contact the office on 

023 8076 9882 if you would like details or to join in.  We only will 

commence the social activities at the centre as soon as it is safe to do so. 

Thank you to everyone who has supported our raffle tickets sales and for 

the many donations we have received to keep the society going.  

Keep well, keep safe and keep sane. 

Jackie Powers - Chief Executive 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Southampton Sight 

3A Bassett Avenue, Southampton, SO16 7DP 
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Keeping our Young People 

socially connected whilst 

physically distancing 

As lockdown rumbles on we realise 

just how much we miss our 

members, in particular the young 

people we have met at 

Southampton Sight.  They are such a wonderful group with the whole 

world ahead of them and despite their sight loss they are ambitious, 

resilient and fun to be around.  So, last month we spoilt them a little and 

sent round pizza – who doesn’t like pizza?  We miss you guys and can’t 

wait to meet up again soon – we hear Go Ape is open, so a day out is 

called for soon. 

Everyone loves Cookies! 

Keeping socially connected whilst physically distanced is always a 

challenge SO we ordered cookies, chocolate cookies from Message 

Muffins.  They make you feel good and that’s just what we wanted our 

children and families to feel in these difficult times.  We think it was a hit 

and we just want you all to know that we miss our Children’s Group and 

can’t wait to see you all as soon as it is safe to do so. 

Thank you so so much for the wonderful 

surprise A had this morning.  So thoughtful, 

and really made us smile!! 

Thank you so much for this lovely gift that 

arrived today, B’s absolutely over the moon!  

Thank you so much for the most amazing 

cookies we’ve ever tasted!  It’s so generous 

and so lovely. 

Thank you so much for the lovely gift for D!  It 

really is thoughtful and I want to thank all of 

you for your continued support (even during 

the covid crisis). 



100 Years Young! 

It was wonderful to celebrate Joan’s 100th 

birthday in July.  We couldn’t have a party at 

the centre, so we took the party to Joan – 

keeping socially distance whilst physically 

distancing is a challenge but at Southampton 

Sight we are so proud at how we have coped 

through lockdown.  This is our 121st year 

supporting people with sight loss in the city 

and we intend to ensure we continue to do so. 

Free TV Licences 

Free TV Licences funded by the Government for all over 75s will come to 

an end on 31st July 2020. From 1st August 2020, there will be a new 

scheme.  Under the new scheme, anyone aged 75 or over receiving 

Pension Credit will be eligible to apply for a Free TV Licence, paid for by 

the BBC.  Pension Credit can be in the name of the licence holder, or in 

their partner’s name if they are a couple living at the same address. 

If you are aged 75 or over and hold a free TV Licence, you don’t need to 

do anything to stay licensed until TV Licensing contact you.  They will write 

to all over 75 licence holders starting in August.  This letter will let you 

know what action you’ll need to take for your next licence. 

What evidence can I send to prove I receive Pension Credit?  You’ll 

need to send TV Licensing a photocopy of a document as proof you or 

your partner is receiving Pension Credit. This could be a letter from the 

Department for Work and Pensions or The Pension Service.  The letter 

should provide details about your Pension Credit award.  They don’t need 

to see the amount you’re receiving, just that Pension Credit is being 

received at your address.  You can also send in a copy of your bank 

statement, showing your Pension Credit payment into your account.  Or if 

you have a Warm Home Discount letter, they can also accept this as proof 

your receiving the payment.  All evidence should be dated within the last 

12 months. 



If you think you may be eligible to receive Pension Credit, and therefore 

qualify for a free over 75 licence after 1st August 2020, you can find out 

more at: www.gov.uk/pension-credit or by calling 0800 99 1234 (opening 

hours 9:30am-3:30pm).  

If Pension Credit is not received (either in the licence holder’s name or 

their partner’s name if they are a couple) the TV Licence will need to be 

paid for.  A colour TV Licence costs £157.50 and TV Licensing offer a 

choice of payment methods to suit you.  You can pay in one go or spread 

the cost with a range of Direct Debit options or a TV Licensing payment 

card. 

Do I qualify for a 50% concession?  If you are registered blind (severely 

sight impaired) and can provide the appropriate evidence, you are eligible 

to apply for a 50% concession.  A blind concession TV Licence costs 

£78.75 for colour TV Licence. Your licence will also cover anyone who 

lives with you.  

You will have to provide TV Licensing with a copy of ONE of these 

documents, to confirm that you’re registered as blind (severely sight 

impaired): 

• CVI (Certificate of Visual Impairment) 

• BD8 Certificate 

• A certificate or document issued by a Local Authority that shows you 

are registered as blind (severely sight impaired) 

• A copy of a certificate from an Ophthalmologist (eye surgeon) 

stating that you are blind (severely sight impaired) 

If you do not have a copy of one of the above documents, contact the 

Sensory Services Department at your Local Authority on the following 

numbers: 

• Southampton City Council – 0300 123 4026 

• Hampshire County Council - 0300 555 1386 

If you are registered partially sighted (sight impaired) you are not 

eligible for a 50% concession. 

 

http://www.gov.uk/pension-credit

